

Interoperability of Assistive Technology and Commercial Electronic and Information Technology

Project Objective
The objective of this project is to define the problem of Assistive Technology (AT) and Electronic and Information Technology  (E&IT) interoperability, identify possible solutions, and explore implementing these solutions.

Project Scope

The project is focused on the technical and performance provisions in Section 508 and is responding to the need identified by the Accessibility Forum members for AT/EIT Interoperability to show adherence to these provisions.  As stated in the mission statement:

The Forum will identify, prioritize and conduct projects that assist government in making informed decisions about Section 508 related procurement, and allow government, industry, and users to communicate and highlight areas where further effort is needed 
Project Members

The project team is made up of thirty-nine members of the Accessibility Forum from a variety of different stakeholder groups, including E&IT and AT vendors, advocacy groups, government officials, and academic research and standards groups.

· Project Roster

How the Project Team Works

The project team works together by means of regular teleconferences and email correspondence, linked to a discussion board for context and archival.  The project also maintains a team website as a means of informing others, while maintaining project documents, correspondence, context and history.  Teleconferences of the entire project team are scheduled every other week.  Subgroups of four to five members have been formed within the team to focus work on specific tasks.  Subgroups meet on their own by teleconference and email, reporting back to the biweekly project team meetings.

The team will be at the Accessibility Forum Meeting in Denver, February 27th to March 1st.  

· Project Plan

Current Activities
The project team has completed a survey of the AT and E&IT industry to identify AT/E&IT interoperability interfaces and issues.  Analysis of the results suggest interoperability with AT is more important for Software and Operating Systems (O/S), Telecommunications, Web-base Internet and Intranet Information and Applications, than for the other E&IT product areas within Section 508.  The project team has decided to concentrate initially on interoperability issues related to Software and Operating Systems (O/S) and Telecommunications.  Project subgroup have formed to analyze these issues.  Preliminary results from these subgroups will be presented at the Accessibility Forum Meeting in Denver.

· Interoperability Survey Results 

· Software and O/S Subgroup Project 

· Telecommunications Subgroup Project

